Accreditation of education programs in health information management
A key activity of the HIMAA Education Committee is to review and accredit tertiary level education programs in health information management. Currently, there are three such accredited programs in Australia, delivered by Queensland University of Technology (QUT) (Queensland); La Trobe University (Victoria); and Curtin University (Western Australia). Graduates of these accredited courses are eligible for full membership of the Association (HIMAA).
To maintain the soundness and value of the approval process, it is critical that members of the HIMAA Education Committee remain alert to current developments in education in the broad sense and to health information management educational courses in particular, as well as keeping a 'practiced eye' on the effectiveness of educational policies and 
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Paradox: high workforce demand versus low level of enrolment in tertiary courses
The University of Sydney and Queensland University of Technology Of current concern to the HIMAA Education Committee and the HIMAA Board of Directors is the decrease in the number of Health Information Management courses offered by Australian universities. The decision taken by the QUT to discontinue programs in health information management was based on a continuing decrease in prospective student demand for entry to the courses. This made it unviable for the University to continue offering the courses. The undergraduate health information management program at the University of Sydney was discontinued due to changes in the strategic direction of the University with a shift in emphasis to postgraduate education. A combined bachelors/masters program in health informatics/health information management (BHS/MHI) ran for one year, with a very high admission entry requirement and an intake of 17 students. This program subsequently failed to attract sufficient numbers of students to be viable and was discontinued after running for one year. A Master of Health Informatics program still remains at the University of Sydney. In fact, the last cohorts of health information management students from both the University of Sydney and QUT will complete their studies in 2010. This is very disappointing for the profession, especially given the strong demand for qualified Health Information Managers (HIMs) and the critical shortage of health information management skills across several important areas in the Australian healthcare system. The e-health agenda and national health reforms can only exacerbate these already difficult issues surrounding the health information management workforce. Discussions with the senior Faculty/university decision-makers at both the University of Sydney and QUT have been positive in the sense that both universities do clearly understand the importance of the need to supply health information management graduates to meet workforce demands. Both universities have indicated that the closures were absolutely no reflection on the quality and academic integrity of the courses, which were long-standing and very highly regarded within these institutions. However, the fact remains that universities cannot offer courses in the face of insufficient student numbers.
La Trobe University and Curtin University
On a more positive note, the La Trobe University and Curtin University health information management programs are doing well, with both institutions continuing to offer a health information management program that meets the required competency standards set by HIMAA. On-campus and distance mode delivery: All health information management courses currently offered
